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Athletic review uncovers areas 
for improvement
Max Tracey ’19
News Editor

Students to explore 
history in England and 
France 
Kate Fletcher ’18
Features Editor 

This April break, students will 
have the opportunity to travel 
to England and France over the 
course of nine days. The trip, of-
fered by the History department, is 
open to freshmen and sophomores 
only, as the agenda aligns with 
the ninth and tenth grade history 
curriculum. 

The theme of this years trip is 
“Cross roads,” which Mr. John 
Burns, a History teacher for ninth 
and tenth grades, as well as one 
of the trip’s creators, defines as a 
point of intersection, or a turning 
point. 

“London and Paris are major 
cosmopolitan cities, and were 
parts of major empires,” said 
Burns, relating the trip to freshman 
World History, and sophomore 
year Modern World History. 
“Modern World focus on turn-
ing points, and going to places 
like Normandy to see the D-Day 
beaches and cemeteries helps us 
relive the experiences that were 
there.” 

In addition to connecting the 
cities they visit to the history 
classes they are currently taking, 
students will get to see artifacts 
from other cultures as well. “The 
greatest artifacts of ncient Greek 
civilization are found largely in 
London, preserved in the muse-
ums,” Burns said. 

For the first time in ten years, 
the high school and School Com-
mittee launched a review of the 
Athletic department to determine 
its strengths and areas for improve-
ment. School Committee sent out 
surveys to parents of high school 
students to provide their input on 
the status of the athletic program. 
The review determined that com-
munication and transparency from 
the Athletic department on how it 
spends money were the main points 
of improvement. A School Com-
mittee meeting in October focused 
on findings from the review.

Spending was an issue for 
nearly 90% of those surveyed, with 
the main complaint being that the 
Athletic department has not been 
transparent with how it has funded 
programs. In contrast to the roughly 
10% of those who reported that 
they agreed  with the statement, 
“Wellesley Public Schools’ funding 
is transparent for each sport,” 32% 
of people said they either disagreed 
or strongly disagreed. The main 
concern over the lack of transpar-
ency is that every athlete must pay 
$250 to play any sport, but still 
many teams need booster clubs to 
fund their sport, while money from 
less expensive sports can fund more 
expensive ones.

Assistant Superintendent for 
Finance and Operations Judy 
Beliveau pointed out that booster 
clubs currently pay assistant coach-
es directly. She wants to resolve 
this by putting the assistant coach 
jobs on school payroll in hopes of 
eliminating many liability issues.

Athletic Director Mr. John 
Brown addressed these issues to 
an overflowing crowd of parents, 
student-athletes, town residents, 
school administration, and several 

One of the trip’s main goals is 
to expose participants to cultures 
outside of their own, as Burns 
believes the deepest traditions of 
our country come from abroad. 
“I think different people will take 
away different things,” said Burns. 
“We want students to start feeling 
like global citizens and feel con-
nected to the larger world outside 
of Wellesley, so they can take 
interest in world events.”

While the History department 
received a plethora of applications 
from students interested in going 
on the trip, they can only choose 
20 students to attend, and the 
department has not yet made that 
difficult decision. However, the 
school is hoping to offer similar 
trips in alternate years, rotating the 
destinations to correspond to dif-
ferent places that students study. 

Burns hopes students will 
flourish on this trip, and that those 
not attending will get another op-
portunity to travel in later years, 
both for their own good and for the 
good of future generations. 

“Our long term prosperity and 
security are largely connected to 
maintaining connections outside 
our own borders, so for students 
to have connections to other places 
outside their own home is healthy 
for the individual, as well as for 
the nation as a whole.” 

varsity and assistant coaches at the 
meeting. “I take this review very 
seriously. I want this review to help 
me look inside myself,” Brown 
said. “I care very much about stu-
dent athletes.”

In addition to the prominent 
issues of spending, feedback to 
and from coaches and approach-
ability of athletic administration 
and coaches were other concerns 
for athletes and parents. Only 23% 
of people agreed that the the athletic 
program solicited and welcomed 
feedback.

Stacey Coady, a mother of a 
track athlete, criticized the athletic 
program for not taking action to 
prevent injuries, like her daughter’s 
which she felt could have been 
prevented with appropriate prac-
tice space. Coady said she faced 
backlash from others when she 
tried to find a safer practice space 
for indoor track than high school 
hallways. 

According to Brown, the ath-
letic program and the school do 
not control off-site facilities, and 
they awknowlege there is room for 
improvement. 

Izzy Hartnett ’17, captain of the 
girls’ soccer team, said she faced 
resistance after attempting to bring 
up an issue regarding the fact that 
the team did not have a coach. She 
said the Athletic department told 
her that it was not her place as a stu-
dent to challenge the department. 
She was encouraged to apologize, 
and allow her parents to discuss the 
issue instead. 

Her response highlighted the 
issue of the importance of student 
voice in athletics; the majority of 
survey responses came from par-
ents of high school students. 

Despite the negative opinions 

about the athletic program, the 
program also received praise.

Notable strengths of the pro-
gram found in the review were the 
“reasonable” activity fee of $250 
per sport, the coaching and staff 
quality, the range of athletic offer-
ings, and high participation rates.

Ms. MaryAnne McDonald, 
Athletic Department Secretary, 
pledged to continue to support the 
program and to make necessary im-
provements. “[Brown] has always 
guided our coaches and athletes in 
the right direction,” she said. 

Former high school coach Mr. 
Alex Parella reflected on his posi-
tive experience with the program, 
too. Parella, a former part-time TV 
Video teacher and former assistant 
varsity Girls Basketball and Boys 
Lacrosse coach, praised Brown and 
McDonald for being supportive 
directors.

“I think there’s something really 
special here at Wellesley,” Parella 
said. “I had never envisioned my-
self forming the bonds... with fel-
low faculty members and coaches 
in the building and [with] the 
student athletes.”

Brown plans on resolving these 
issues and listening to the voices 
in the community. “We want the 
students to have a great educational 
athletic experience,” he said. “I feel 
that everyone needs to feel valued 
and respected, no matter what team 
or position they have within our 
school system.”

The next steps in resolving 
the issues will involve a standing 
advisory committee, which will 
continue to receive input on the 
program, and create short-term 
and long-term plans to rectify the 
issues at hand. 
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The freshman pep-rally T-
shirts, which previously were 
green, will be changed to red, 
white, and black colored tie-dye 
shirts this year. According to vice 
principal Ms. Lynne Novogroski, 
this change is so that the shirts 
represent the school’s colors, 
which the green did not.

- Sooky Kim ’19 

According to vice principal 
Ms. Lynne Novogroski, the se-
nior T-shirts for 2017-2018 will 
be the same red shirts, but with 
“Seniors,” on the front instead of 
the traditional “Senior Men” and 
“Senior Women”.

- Sooky Kim ’19 
 

The new libary rules to im-
prove the studying environment 
include a maximum of four 
people to a table and keeping 
voices quiet. Breaking the rules 
will lead to a warning, and some 
students have been asked to leave 
the library as a consequence. 

- Andrew Matejka ’19 

As determined by popular 
vote, Allison MacDougall ’18 
and Caroline Green ’18 won the 
Roche Bros. reusable bag image 
design competition. This is due 
to a town-wide plastic bag ban 
effective Januray, 2017.  Read 
more at whsbradford.org on the 
contest and the plastic-bag ban.

- Sooky Kim ’19 

Freshman pep-rally t-shirts

Next years’ shirts to read 
“Seniors” 

Roche Bros. contest 
winners announced

New library rules enforced

Student-athletes, parents and coaches will continue to voice their opinions to improve the ath-
letic program.
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