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It’s what’s inside that counts:

Key Club organizes service trip 
Samantha Kizner ’19
Staff Writer

At the start of the summer, 
Key Club will hold a service 
trip to New Orleans. Students 
will not only complete 40 hours 
of community service as they 
help to build houses in areas 
destroyed by hurricane Katrina 
but also experience the city’s 
unique culture. 

The club has never taken a 
service trip before but has been 
working to do so for nearly four 
years. “I was approached by stu-
dents, who have since graduated, 
who asked about running a ser-
vice trip,” Key Club advisor Ms. 
Maura Renzella said. “Each year 
more and more students have 
asked me the same question, and 
finally this year we were able to 
run a trip,” she said.

Part of the inspiration to 
organize a service trip was the 
trips other departments and clubs 
within the high school have 
taken before. 

“We were inspired by the Art 

Department’s trips to all these 
places around the world, and we 
thought that since so many kids 
are involved in Key Club, this 
would be something that they 
would want to do,” Key Club 
president Abby Yuan ’17 said.

The interest and initiative 
demonstrated by the Key Club 
officers acts as the chief reason CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

the club will run a trip this year. 
The Key Club publicized their 
service trips with fliers through-
out the school and a video 
message on the Friday morning 
announcements. “The officers 
really took ownership of this 
trip,” Renzella said.

Due to the importance she 

While rebuilding communities, students will visit locations like 
Bourbon Street (pictured) in New Orleans’ French Quarter.
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Ms. Jacqueline Katz spends 
her days teaching students about 
historic elections, analyzing 
famous politicians, and contem-
plating policy decisions. This 
spring, however, she took the 
step from being a mere observer 
of politics and government, to 
becoming part of the action. 

 Katz has announced her 
campaign to run for the Massa-
chusetts State Senate position for 
the Norfolk/Bristol/Middlesex 
district. She campaigns with 
the help of John Walsh, former 
governor Deval Patrick’s cam-
paign manager. Passionate about 

climate change and making sure 
students and teachers have a 
voice in the government, Katz’s 
biggest concerns at this time are 
climate regulations and provid-
ing free state-wide college and 
kindergarten. 

Influenced by her years of 
teaching, Katz hopes to see legis-
lation regarding education passed 
through the State Senate. “I want 
free college tuition and free kin-
dergarten across the state. I think 
that early education is really 
important, including pre-K,” said 
Katz. “A lot of research shows 

Katz launches 
campaign for State 
Senate
Carolyn Hale ’18 and Kate Waisel ’20
Arts Editor and Staff Writer

On Monday April 3, Wellesley 
held a Special Town Meeting for 
residents to discuss the details 
of the lease of the 900 Worces-
ter Street property to Wellesley 
Sports Center, LLC. Wellesley 
Sports Center will lease and build 
the property, which will hold 
swimming pools, turf fields, and 
two NHL-sized ice rinks, among 
other sports areas.

Specifically, there will be 
an 10-lane indoor swimming 
pool, a three-lane warm water 
teaching and therapy pool (50’ 
x 25’), an indoor turf field (90’ 
x 150’) that will accomodate a 
7v7 high school soccer game, a 
physical therapy and strength and 
conditioning area, and conces-
sions. The developers anticipate 

the complex to open in the fall 
of 2018.

According to the developer’s 
Edge Sports Group, the one of the 
two 85’ x 200’ hockey rinks will 
have spectator seating in excess 
of 500 seats to accommodate 
high school games. 

The synthetic turf field will 
accommodate the sports of field 
hockey, lacrosse and soccer. Edge 
claims to be “committed” to pro-
viding turf similar or better to that 
of Sprague Field. They will pro-
vide the preferred practice times 
to Wellesley United Soccer Club. 

Under the lease’s terms, 
Wellesley Youth Hockey, Welles-
ley High School, and Dana Hall 
School teams are the anchor ten-

Town ice rink and 
sports complex 
coming to Wellesley
Max Tracey ’19 and Caroline Harding ’20
 News Editor and Staff Writer
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Lima and leadership: Students 
travel to Peru

This March, sixteen students traveld to Peru to explore Machu Picchu (pictured), the sacred 
valley, and the city of Lima. As part of the trip, they attended a leadership conference with stu-
dents from across the globe. Read the full story online at whsbradford.org. 
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sees in giving back to a dif-
ferent community, Renzella 
made sure students would do 
the greatest amount of service 
hours possible in the seven day 
period of June 24 to July 1 spent 
in New Orleans. She planned 
the trip with the help of not only 
the Key Club officers, but also 
the company Rustic Pathways.

Rustic Pathways is an orga-
nization that offers service trips 
and programs throughout the 
world. They incorporate service 
and education into each of their 
trips, and this organization plays 

a vital role in the execution of 
this trip.

Although the Key Club of-
ficers planned the trip quite 
recently. Sign-ups for the trip, 
which included a short appli-
cation of answering questions 
about what community service 
meant to the applicants, ended 
at the end of January. The trip 
was originally only open to the 
nearly 200 Key Club members, 
but any student at the high 
school could apply.

While this trip centers around 
community service, it will also 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Katz (continued)

incorporate experienes in the 
unique culture of New Orleans. 
Students will see a jazz show, 
shop in the city’s French market, 
and visit the St. Louis Cathedral 
among many other activities. 
“The service and culture are 
definitely intertwined,” said 
Yuan.

Another important aspect to 
the trip, stressed by Key Club 
treasurer Eleanor Boyd ’18, is 
the fact that it allows students 
to do work outside of their own 
town. “This is going to be an 
amazing experience for students 
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Key Club organizes service trip (continued)
to be able to understand the true 
impact of their volunteer work, 
which I think will help people 
understand how important it is 
to give back,” said Boyd. 

Renzella also traces the im-
portance of the trip, which she 
and math teacher John Fantini 
will both supervise, to getting 
out of Wellesley to give back. 
“We take one or two annual 
trips within the state, but noth-
ing on a scale like this. This 
trip takes our service another 
step forward, into a different 
socioeconomic environment,” 

Renzella said.
“When we are able to work 

together to build a tangible 
structure like a house, it will be 
apparent to all the students how 
significant their impact can be,” 
said Boyd.

Throughout the year, Key 
Club holds many events and 
volunteers around town with the 
goal of helping the local com-
munity. Key Club is the the high 
school’s official community 
service club, and also a part 
of the Key Club International 
organization.

that kids who get a head start in 
those areas do better overall.”

Katz’s involvement in en-
vironmentalism -- she is also 
the advisor to the high school’s 
Climate Action Club -- has 
also grown into a place on her 
platform. “I want to be part of 
pushing through some more 
strict standards for cars, pushing 
through a ban on plastic bags 
throughout the state. I want to 
make it easier for communities 
to be green communities, and to 
make it easier for them to reduce 
waste,” said Katz on climate 
change regulations. 

However, although Katz 
wants to make a positive change 
throughout the state, she does 
not want to see government enter 
every aspect of life.

“I think that a lot of people 
think that government is the only 
answer to some of the problems 
we have, but a lot of the times it 
can be solved at the local level,” 
said Katz. “I think that govern-
ment shouldn’t be involved in 
everyone’s lives all the time.”

  Katz is working with Prin-
cipal Dr. Jamie Chisum to make 
sure that her campaign and her 
teaching do not conflict. “If we 
are going to have her campaign 

ants to the rink, giving them the 
preferred times of use. 

Athletic Director at the high 
school Mr. John Brown has great 
anticipation for the complex’s 
opening in the Fall of 2018. 
“We’re really excited for the new 
complex. Our teams will be able 
to practice after school and not 
crazy early hours before school 
anymore,” Brown said. 

This commercial facility will 
give the town, under the terms on 
tf the lease, preferred ice and pool 

900 Worcester 
(continued)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
times for the high school. “It will 
be extremely beneficial for all of 
our teams and athletes.” Brown 
said the complex will be similar 
to the indoor sports facility in 
Canton. 

The process of obtaining 
the property at 900 Worcester, 
deciding what will go there, and 
finalizing the plans for building 
has been one years in the making, 
but finally, Wellesley will begin 
to see the product of months of 
decision making and town votes.

While once a church (pictured) stood on the land at 900 
Worcester Street, soon Wellesley residents will be able to use 
that space in a massive indoor sports complex. 
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in the school, then we’d have 
to let everyone campaign in the 
school...I think that it is fine for 
students to know that she is run-
ning, but she can’t solicit sup-
port,” said Chisum. 

In addition, as a public em-
ployee, Katz cannot fundraise 
directly, but she sees this as “just 
another hurdle that I will have to 
overcome”. In fact, Katz sees the 
fact that she is a public employee 
as an asset to her campaign. 

“I don’t think that’s a good 
system when our government is 
full of lawyers, doctors, and peo-
ple who can just work whenever 
they want to. It is very hard to run 
as a public employee [as a result 
of fundraising guidelines]; I think 
that it is something that takes a 
real commitment,” she said. 

Chisum noted that Katz would 
likely have to depart from the 
school if she wins this position. 
However, he supports her mov-
ing forward with her campaign. 
“I want her to pursue what she 
is most interested in, just like [I 
wish for] students,” said Chisum. 

Katz will hold a kickoff event 
for her campaign on May 6 at the 
Norfolk County Library.

The news is ever changing! Check out 
@whsthebradford on Twitter for daily updates 
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Jacqueline Katz will run for the Massachusetts State Senator 
position for the Norfolk/Bristol/Middlesex district.


