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Chances are you participate in some 
activity outside of school. Perhaps it 
is a club, sport, community service 

project, religious group, or any other 
variety of activities. While music is 
prominent within school programs, 

many overlook the aspiring 
musicians who have embarked on 

their own initiatives outside the 
walls of WHS. These musicians exist 

throughout the school, spanning 
across all grades. Here are the stories 
of some of Wellesley’s many student 

musicians.

The Musical Talent of  WHS
For Olivia Bogiages ’19, getting in-
volved in music has fulfilled her in a 
way that no other activities have. Bo-
giages participates in three different 
ensembles: the River’s Conservatory, 
the WHS jazz band, and WHS wind 
ensemble. In each, she plays the tenor 
saxophone.

“Compared to playing sports, being in 
an ensemble is a different kind of indi-
vidual responsibility. I think I spend 
more time practicing and that I’m more 
invested in what we are doing in any of 
those three ensembles than I ever was 
in sports,” Bogiages said.

Playing the saxophone has been a part 
of Bogiages’s life since she was nine, but 
it is not her only experience with music. 
At fourteen, Bogiages also picked up 
the hobby of playing the cello. While 
she is not able to dedicate as much time 
to it anymore, she credits the cello as 
having as significant of an impact on 
her future plans as the saxophone. 

“I would like to stay involved at least 
through college, possibly more. I plan 
on joining the wind ensemble at what-
ever college I go to,” Bogiages said.
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While some students turn to forms of visual art for expression, 
TJ Brock ’19 has found an outlet with the guitar. Encouraged by 
his friends and his uncle, he found his passion for playing the gui-
tar six years ago. “Being able to express myself in a different way 
is my favorite part about playing guitar,” Brock said.

Brock not only plays the guitar as a means to express himself, but 
also to entertain others. He currently plays guitar with a few of 
his friends in a band, though they have not yet given themselves 
a name. Brock doesn’t know exactly what the future will bring in 
terms of his guitar playing career, but he certainly has hopes. “I 
have nothing planned yet, but I am hoping to do something with 
guitar for my senior project,” said Brock.

Even though he started rapping just two years ago, Jayden 
Lumley ’19, who goes by the name Yung Pack, has become a 
hit at the high school. Lumley, who releases music with Tahj 
Cogell-Brown, who goes by the name Yung Sabo, has already 
released a mixtape and two EP’s. His most listened to song, 
K1 Speed, off of his collaborative mixtape with Cogell-Brown, 
“The Wave”, already has over 3,000 plays on SoundCloud.

Lumley’s biggest influence in music is his dad. “My dad has 
always been a big music fan,” said Lumley. “He put me onto 
artists like Eminem, Fat Joe, and 50 Cent, and without that, I 
wouldn’t have ever started rapping.”

Lumley doesn’t have plans to stop rapping anytime soon. “I 
want to keep making music for people who are just trying to 
have good vibes and can relate to our songs. The thing that 
keeps me going is the positive feedback we get from people, 
with people telling and and showing us how much they love 
the music Sabo and I make.”
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Last year around this time, Davion Spann ’19 took 
his first steps into music when he quit his job at a 
Dunkin Donuts in TD Garden. “It made me realize 
that I can’t see myself at a desk job,” Spann said. 

Since then, Spann has been posting tracks on his 
SoundCloud under the name “Captain Dave”, 
where he’s gained a considerable following around 
the high school. “The best part of making new 
tracks is getting to see everyone listen to them 
when I’m done,” said Spann. “It’s always sick seeing 
people bump my new tracks.”

Spann wants to continue to make music for as long 
as he can. “I keep rapping because it’s fun, and 
there’s nothing I want more than to blow up. I try 
my hardest with each new song so that people keep 
listening and so I can really make it,” Spann said. 
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For Alex Stoddard ’19, better known as A$tod 
on SoundCloud and YouTube, being a producer 
isn’t a job: it’s a mindset. He mixes and edits 
tracks using samples from other songs as inspi-
ration, with his signature beats combining the 
old school soul genre with today’s trap sound. 

The peak hours of Stoddard’s creativity go into 
the middle of the night, usually toying away at 
different sounds and samples from midnight un-
til 4 AM. That endless trial, error, and discovery 
gives Stoddard an appreciation for the process.

“A lot of times, I’ll have an idea that was kind of 
trash, and all of a sudden I’ll find something that 
I really like, and work on it for hours,”  he said. 

After he started mixing and engineering beats as 
a sophomore in Garageband, his passion lead to 
him producing PhilGEN’s first album as a junior.  
In addition, Stoddard has producd for Yung 
Pack, Yung Sabo, Captain Dave, Mighty Mark, 
and Nicholas James.

Phil Simpson ’19, or PhilGEN, has 
been rapping for almost two years 
now and enjoys how it has had a posi-
tive effect on him as a person. “I rap 
is because it allows for me to write 
about what is on my mind,” said 
Simpson.

Simpson believes that rap isn’t all 
that different from regular school 
activities. “I enjoy doing both 
because in both cases I learn some-
thing new,” said Simpson. “But if I 
were to make a decision on which I 
would rather stay up late doing, it is 
definitely making music.”

Simpson isn’t sure he wants to con-
tinue rapping in his future. As long 
as he is able to make something out 
of his creativity, he is happy. “I want 
to be able to maximize my creativ-
ity in all areas of art before I start 
to pursue one particular kind of it. 
I’m open to whatever happens in the 
future,” Simpson said.

Born into a family “obsessed with mu-
sic”, Anna Tellalian ’20 was destined to 
become a musical prodigy. Playing the 
guitar, the ukulele, and the drums, Tella-
lian excels when it comes to music. Tel-
lalian also performs in her father’s band 
sometimes. “My favorite part is when we 
have jam sessions in my basement. My 
father got me into music,” said Tellalian. 

As an asset to the choir, the school mu-
sical, and her a capella group “Ladies 
First”, Tellalian could not imagine her 
life without music. “[Music] is an escape 
for me. I love when everyone is connect-
ed through music, such as concerts where 
everyone is connected and not worried 
about anything else,” said Tellalian.
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